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(Conservation Statistics

“We abuse land because we dee it as a commedity belonging to us. When we sce land as a commu-

wity to which we belong, we may begin to ase it with love and nespect. - Ado Leopld

The District, with technical assistance provided
through the NRCS, has been active in address- Acres of conservation plans written
ing natural resource concerns with landowners
and land users in Southwest Louisiana during

30,934
Acres of cropland with conservation applied to improve Soil Quality

this fiscal year. A summary of this assistance Acres of land with conservation applied to improve Water Quality

follows: Acres of land with conservation applied to improve Irrigation Efficiency

Number of District Cooperators 2356 Acres of land with conservation system applied to improve Ag. Irrigation Water Mgmt

New Cooperators 47 Acres of grazing land w/ conservation applied to protect/improve Resource Base

Number of customers assisted 2668 Acres of grazing land w/ a conservation system applied to achieve a sustainable Forage-Animal
Number of EQIP contracts funded 10 Balance

Total EQIP dollars obligated

$474,681 Acres of non-federal land w/ conservation applied to improve Fish and Wildlife Habitat Quality

Master Farmer 0 Acres of conservation applied on land being actively managed for Wildlife Habitat

Acres of forest land w/ conservation applied to protect and improve Vegetative Condition

Acres of conservation applied to improve Environmental Quality

(Conservation [ractices FPlanned and/or |nstalled to T reat Natural Resource FProblems

Brush Management 481 acres

Conservation Cover 11 acres High Tunnel System
Cover Crop

Critical Area Planting 13 acres  Livestock Pipeline
Early Successional Habitat Development/Management 1,194 acres Prescribed Burning
Fence 39,090 feet Prescribed Grazing
Firebreak 20,777 feet  Pumping Plant
Forage and Biomass Planting
Forest Stand Improvement
Grade Stabilization Structure 24 count Water Well
Heavy Use Area Protection 2,300 sq feet Watering Facilities

Herbaceous Weed Treatment

Coastal Kevcgctation Flanting Frogram

The District actively participated in the 2018 — 2019 District Vegetative Planting Program
with the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration (OCPR) and Louisiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) in the restoration and conservation of coastal
wetlands. This fiscal year the district planned four and installed two pro-
jects that consisted of planting and monitoring a total of 17,500 linear
feet of shoreline and used a total of 4,500 plants, consisted of the fol-

lowing plant species: 2,500 Smooth Cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora

“Vermilion), 1,000 Bitter Panicum (Panicum amarum), and 1,000 Seashore
Paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum). The district will complete the remaining
two projects which will cover 35,184 interior marsh and use 7,728
Smooth Cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora “Vermilion”) and 4,000 Black needlerush (Juncus Roemeria-

nus) in the fall of 2019.

204 acres Irrigation Land Leveling

68 acres Tree/Shrub Establishment

187 acres  Tree/Shrub Site Preparation

191 acres Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management

2,100 sq feet
594 acres
2,438 feet

176 acres
236 acres
1 count
165 acres
47 acres
1 count

5 count

1,194 acres

Above: Sabine NWR (located in Cameron FParish) , a 2017
Vegetation Project where 5,605 linear feet of smooth cordgrass
was planted to attempt to vegetate an area within a previous
recreated marsh to increase species diversity, increase stability,
Jesson erosion, create habitat for wildlife, and provide a seed

source for natural regeneration.

|nformation and [F ducation "% go« traly love Natune, you will find beauty everyubiene. ™

The District has a very outstanding and active Infor-
mation/Education Program. During this FY, the District has
sponsored 5 program activities reaching 50 students and
61,095 citizens many of which are educators. From April
28—May 5, 2019 the District sponsored Soil and Water
Stewardship Week with the theme being “/ife in the Soil-
Dig Deeper

Throughout the year, the District stays active in communi-
cating with area educators to encourage them, to keep
them informed of conservation activities and to provide
assistance in teaching conservation.

Other |nformation/I” ducation and Outrcach Frczjects
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POSTER CONTEST—This FY the District held its Annual Poster
Contest on November 14, 2018 using the Soil and Water Stew-
ardship Week Theme *“ Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home”
We were pleased to received 50 poster entries from the following
schools: CPSB College Prep, Bishop Noland Episcopal Day School,
Hamilton Christian Academy, and Western Heights Elementary.
There were entries in four categories: K-1, 2-3, 4-6, and 10-12.

Winners were as followed:
Category: K-1st Grade
Ist Place - London Roberts

Category: 2nd - 3rd Grade

Ist Place - Jeffery Kudla of Bishop Noland Episcopal Day School

2nd Place - Ashton Chaumont of Bishop Noland Episcopal Day
School

3rd Place - Cruz Theriot of Bishop Noland Episcopal Day School
Category: 4th - 6th Grade

1st Place - Gage Martin of Western Heights Elementary
2nd Place - Maddox Diaz of Western Heights Elementary
Category: 10th - 12th Grade

1st Place - Grace Arnaud of CPSB College Prep
2nd Place - Alexandra Albrecht
3rd Place - Abhie DeCoursey of CPSB College Prep

All participant received a cerfificate for entering and winners
were give monetary awards.

Right: Chairman, Mr. Doug Miller, presenting a check to the
Grand Lake FFA President, Miss Annaston Picou, for the chap-
ter’s involvement in the annual tree seedfing sale.

- Vencent Van Gogh
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The District's 14th Annual Tree Seedling Sale
was held Janvary 28— Febrvary 1, 2019 and offered
more than 6,000 bare-rooted seedlings of 14 hardwood and fruit
varieties. The district welcomed serving nearly 798 customers

and was happy to report we sold out of inventory this year!ll
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