Grassroots Conservation
INVESTMENT REPORT

Farm — Ranch — Community

Gulf Coast

Soil and Water Conservation District

5417 Gerstner Memorial Drive, Lake Charles, LA 70607, 337-474-1583 Ext. 3, Danielle.Vail@la.nacdnet.net

LA SWCDs employ 110 staff and are currently funded below the 1995 level. The SWCDs need an
increase of $4.4 million to fulfill their statutory function, and are currently seeking an incremental,
dedicated increase of $400,000 in 2024 through the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
budget, for a $2 million annual allocation.

Board of Supervisors District at a GLANCE Resource CONCERNS

Chairman — Doug Miller, Population — 209, 960 Animals - Terrestrial Habitat for
Elected Land Area — 2,348 square miles Wildlife and Invertebrates
Vice Chairman — Bradley Pousson, Water Area — 437,120 acres Soil - Organic Matter Depletion
Appointed Cropland - 37,807 acres Water - Inefficient Irrigation Water
. Grazing Land- 320,871 acres
Secretary-Treasurer — Louie D. Barbe Use
Ill, Elected Woodland - 29,096 acres Plant - Plant Productivity and Health
/E ecte Cattle — 39,375 head a!n - ar.1 roductivity and Hea
Member — Jim Paul Dupont Crawfish — 14,032 acres Soil - Classic Gulley
Elected Horses — 2,137 head Soil - Sheet and Rill
Member — Bruce Watts, Rice — 20,8820 acres Plants - Plant Pest Pressure
Appointed Soybeans — 512 acres Water - Ponding and Flooding

Total District Enterprises - $149,008,335

1. The 44 statewide SWCDs deliver conservation programs to Louisiana landowners to prevent soil erosion, improved soil
health, improve water quality, improve hydrology, enhance wildlife habitat, and increase agricultural production.

2. The State currently provides $1.6 million annually for the State Soil & Water Conservation Districts. These State funds
pass through the LDAF and leverage over $100 million in USDA-NRCS technical and financial assistance annually, providing
conservation services to Louisianians each year for agriculture, forestry, and wetland conservation and restoration.

3. This $100 million employs trained technical personnel, and provides over $76 million in cost-share payments to Louisiana
voters and producers that result in the purchase of supplies, materials, and private sector construction jobs generating
rural economic benefits far beyond the on-farm conservation benefits.

4. Please support LDAF Commissioner Strain's request for a dedicated increase of $400,000, beginning in FY 2024-2025, for
the LDAF - Agency 941 (pass-thru) budget, for allocation to Soil & Water Conservation Districts operational funding, which

will aid in conservation delivery and local leveraging of additional resources.

During the past three years, $ 3,675,901 was invested by state and
federal sources to conserve and protect natural resources in the Gulf
Coast Soil and Water Conservation District.

Conservation INVESTMENT

These funds were used to implement practices such as brush
management (roughly 2,349 acres) to remove undesirables from

FY 2020-2021 $47,362 $756'396 pastureland, fence construction (roughly 74,270 linear feet) to allow for
rotational grazing to utilize native grasses more efficiently, irrigation land

FY 2021-2022 $46,572 $689,816 leveling (roughly 310 acres) to improve water conservation and
management in rice operations and livestock pipeline installation (roughly

FY 2022-2023 546'920 $2'088'835 57,759 linear feet) to allow watering facility to be added to newly divided

Totals $140,854 $3,535,047 pasturelands.
Conservation and conservation education could not be completed without the following
pa rtners:

State of Louisiana, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, USDA/NRCS, CPRA, etc.



